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AGENDA REPORT
Meeting Date

03/09/2021

Prepared By: Elaine Lister, Director of Community Development
Budgetary Review By: Cheryl Dyas, Director of Administrative Services / City Treasurer
Submitted By: Dennis Wilberg, City Manager

Agenda Title
Ordinance to Allow and Regulate Residential Beekeeping in the City of Mission Viejo

Recommended Action
(1) Receive public input, and (2) introduce Ordinance 21-XXX Amending Section 10.01.010 and Adding Article 9 of Chapter 10.01 of 
the Mission Viejo Municipal Code Regarding Regulations for Residential Beekeeping.

Executive Summary
Background
At the March 10, 2020 City Council Meeting, a citizen named Maya Cappellino spoke during the public comment about the community 
benefits of residential beekeeping.  Ms. Cappellino asked that the City Council consider adopting regulations to allow private residents 
to perform beekeeping activities on their single-family residential properties.  Ms. Cappellino also provided material (attached) related 
to the benefits of residential beekeeping.   After receiving public comment, the City Council directed staff to prepare a draft ordinance 
to permit residential beekeeping in the City of Mission Viejo.  The City Council further directed staff to take the residential beekeeping 
ordinance to the Planning and Transportation Commission for review and comment. 
 
Project Summary 
Beekeeping is a critical component of urban agriculture. Urban bees play an important role in the growth and maintenance of 
community gardens; they provide pollination services that are necessary to crop and plant reproduction. The draft beekeeping 
ordinance (attached) amends Chapter 10.01, Animal Control, Welfare and License Requirements, of Municipal Code Title 10, 
Animals, to allow and regulate beekeeping in single-family residential zones (RPD 3.5 and RPD 6.5) in the City of Mission Viejo, 
including the following key provisions:

• Each colony shall be maintained in movable-frame hives; 
• A water source shall be provided for the bees at all times; 
• Adequate space shall be maintained in the hive to prevent over-crowding;
• Each colony shall be registered with the County Agricultural Commissioner and kept in compliance with all State regulations 
governing bee management, with the Agricultural Commissioner conducting site inspections to ensure the health of registered 
beehives; 
• Each beekeeper shall be required to notify his or her neighbors within a 100' radius of the property on which any new hive is 
intended to be kept; 
• No more than two (2) hives shall be maintained on lots having less than 10,000 square feet in area; 
• On lots larger than 10,000 square feet, no more than one (1) additional hive shall be maintained for each 5,000 square feet 
of additional lot area; 
• Hives shall not be placed within twenty (20) lineal feet of any public street, sidewalk, or other public thoroughfare; 
• Hives shall not be placed within five (5) lineal feet of a property line; and 
• Hive entrances shall be directed away from the nearest property line if the hive entrance is closer than twenty (20) lineal feet 
of a property line. 

Planning and Transportation Commission Review
The draft beekeeping ordinance was considered by the Planning and Transportation Commission on October 28, 2020, with the 
Commission voting unanimously to recommend that the City Council adopt the ordinance.  Notice of the Commission meeting was 
placed in the newspaper with a 1/8th-page advertisement, in accordance with Development Code noticing criteria and state law. 

All public testimony at the Planning and Transportation Commission was in support of the project, including: that bees are 
indispensable, an essential part of the environment, important to agriculture for the pollination of fruits and vegetables; bees improve 
the yield and quality of produce and flowers; honeybees are gentle, industrious insects that are easy to work with; there has been 
major colony loss of honeybees due to mites, parasites, pesticides and colony pests; and bees are an asset to the community.   

As part of the Planning and Transportation Commission’s recommended action, the Commission directed staff to research the 
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number of hives appropriate for successful, healthy beekeeping, with the original draft ordinance allowing only one beehive on 
residential lots of less than 5,000 square feet, and public comment provided during the Commission meeting that a minimum of two 
hives should be allowed on any lot, in order to manipulate the hives to avoid overcrowding and better ensure the overall health of the 
hives.  Staff researched other city beekeeping ordinances and consulted with the County’s Agricultural Commissioner’s Office, and 
determined that multiple hives on a lot is common practice and recommended for more effective hive maintenance.  Therefore, the 
proposed draft ordinance (attached) was revised to permit two (2) hives on residential lots having less than 10,000 square feet in 
area.
 
Transmittal
Transmitted with this agenda report is a draft beekeeping ordinance; beekeeping support material provided by Ms. Maya Cappellino; 
minutes from March 10, 2020 City Council meeting; a 2019 Orange County beekeeping ordinance survey; and minutes of the 
Planning and Transportation Commission’s October 28, 2020 meeting. These in sum constitute the Planning and Transportation 
Commission’s file on the matter. I recommend that the City Council concur with the Planning and Transportation Commission’s 
determination and adopt the subject ordinance.

Fiscal Impact:
Amount Requested: $N/A
Sufficient Budgeted Funds Available?: (If no, see attached fiscal analysis)
Prog/Fund #:  Category:  Pers.  Optg. Cap.   -or-   CIP#:  Fund#:

Previous Relevant Council Actions for This Item
N/A

Attachments
Draft Ordinance 21-XX, to permit residential beekeeping in the City’s single-family zones (RPD 3.5 and RPD 6.5).
Exhibit – March 10, 2020 City Council meeting minutes.
Exhibit – Beekeeping support material provided by Ms. Maya Cappellino.
Exhibit – 2019 Orange County beekeeping ordinance survey.
Exhibit – November 9, 2020 Planning and Transportation Commission meeting minutes.


