
1

AGENDA REPORT
Meeting Date

05/11/2021

Prepared By: Elaine Lister, Director of Community Development
Budgetary Review By: Cheryl Dyas, Director of Administrative Services / City Treasurer
Submitted By: Dennis Wilberg, City Manager

Agenda Title
Ordinance to Allow and Regulate Residential Beekeeping in the City of Mission Viejo

Recommended Action
(1) Receive public input, and (2) introduce Ordinance 21-340 Amending Section 10.01.010 and Adding Article 9 of Chapter 10.01 of 
the Mission Viejo Municipal Code Regarding Regulations for Residential Beekeeping.

Executive Summary

This item was considered at the March 9, 2021 City Council meeting, where the item was tabled “in order for staff to conduct further 
research on the type of bees and a certification program or educational/training component on beekeeping to be included in the 
ordinance.”  The March 9 meeting minutes are attached, as is the March 9 Council agenda report for this item, with a summary of the 
proposed ordinance. 

At the March 9 meeting, public comments were received both in support of and opposition to the proposed beekeeping ordinance.  
One member of the public stated that the City should “require the species of bees to be Italian - they are known for their docile 
nature.”  The draft ordinance requires the species of kept bees to be Apis Mellifera, the common domestic honeybee.  This species is 
identified in virtually all other Orange County ordinances reviewed by staff.  Further, staff contacted a representative with the Orange 
County Beekeepers Association, who confirmed that the domestic honeybee is the appropriate species of bee to require and covers 
Italian, Cornelian, and Russian queens, all domestic and docile in nature.

The same commenter also stated at the March 9 meeting that beehive entrances should ideally face southwest, for longest exposure 
to the sun.  In researching this issue, there appears to be differing expert opinions.  Some beekeepers use east-facing entrances to 
allow for earlier daylight and therefore earlier bee foraging and pollen collection.  For pollination of certain crops, professional growers 
will maximize a bee colony’s efforts by facing the beehives in a specific direction to take advantage of sunlight.  However, bees are 
flexible and for residential beekeeping there are other more important location factors for beekeepers to consider, including prevailing 
wind direction, a clear flight path, good drainage, safety from predators, and security. For these reasons staff did not add specific 
directional beehive criteria to the draft ordinance.   

Staff determined that educational classes and programs are offered by a number of nearby colleges, beekeeping associations, and 
industry experts.  However, none of these groups appears to offer official certification.  Therefore, staff recommends the City’s 
beekeeping ordinance include a provision that a minimum of 4 hours of beekeeping classes and workshops be attended by each 
prospective residential beekeeper in Mission Viejo.  Staff further recommends this requisite training, offered by different groups during 
different times of the year, be satisfied within 6 months after commencing beekeeping in Mission Viejo.  

Groups offering beekeeping training, both in person and online, include: The CA Master Beekeeping Program, through the South 
Coast Research and Extension Center in Irvine; OC Beekeepers Association; The Beekeeping Association of Southern CA; UC 
Extension Program in San Diego; Long Beach Beekeepers Association; San Diego Beekeeping Society; Los Angeles County 
Beekeepers Association; Cal Poly Pomona College of Agriculture; Sonoma County Beekeepers Association; as well several on-line 
industry resources.  

At the March 9, 2021 City Council meeting, Mayor Trish Kelley suggested increased public outreach to the City’s residents, beyond 
the required newspaper notice, to be sure the City’s residents are aware of the beekeeping ordinance proposal.  On April 8, 2021, the 
City ran a website blog article summarizing the draft beekeeping ordinance and review process.  The article was posted on Facebook 
and Twitter as well.  The article and comments received are attached to this report.  In addition, the City ran a second article on April 
30, 2021, that included notice of the May 11 City Council meeting for reconsideration of the beekeeping ordinance.  

Transmittal

Transmitted with this agenda report is a draft beekeeping ordinance; March 9, 2021 City Council meeting minutes; April 8, 2021 City 
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article and related comments; and March 9, 2021 agenda report with attachments. I recommend that the City Council adopt the 
subject ordinance, originally recommended by the Planning and Transportation Commission at their October 28, 2020 meeting, and 
revised in response to City Council direction provided at their March 9, 2021 meeting, to include an educational training component.

Fiscal Impact:
Amount Requested: $
Sufficient Budgeted Funds Available?: (If no, see attached fiscal analysis)
Prog/Fund #:  Category:  Pers.  Optg. Cap.   -or-   CIP#:  Fund#:

Previous Relevant Council Actions for This Item

March 9, 2021

Attachments
Draft Ordinance 21-339, to permit residential beekeeping in the City’s single-family zones (RPD 3.5 and RPD 6.5).
Exhibit – March 9, 2021 City Council meeting minutes.
Exhibit – April 8, 2021 City Article and related public comments.
Exhibit – March 9, 2021 City Council Agenda Report and Attachments.


